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Ban on Theatre Activity in Ming Dynasty and the Different
Strata of Forms in the Transformation of Drama

DING Shu-mei
(School of Literature and Journalism, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064, China )

Abstract: The supervision policy of theatre in Ming Dynasty divides the power and the value between dra-

matic activity in court and that among people. Compared with the slow chronological transformation of form,

the synchronological strata of different forms are quite active. The different levels and stages of the context

of drama in Ming Dynasty reveal the innate variation which is characterized by division of strata, self en-

closed nature and ecological rupture.

Key words: Ming Dynasty; ban and ruin; theatre activity; strata of forms

—105—



