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A New Examination on the Relationship between Lu You

and Jiangxi School of Poetry
Restoring the True Intention of the Poem “Reading Contemporary People’s Poetry” by Lu You

Ruan Yi
(Institute for Non-orthodox Chinese Culture, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064)

Abstract: In the twentieth century, several authoritative works on Chinese literary criticism hold the view
that “Reading Contemporary People’s Poetry” of Lu You in his later years criticizes Huang Tingjian and the
Jiangxi School of poets for too much polishing of their writing. However, Huang Tingjian himself was also
opposed to repeated polishing. His poetry is known for a combination of freshness and hardness. The poetry of
Jiangxi School has the flaw of being too general and impractical , which is nothing similar to the result of too
much polishing. Indeed Lu You is criticizing the Siling Poets who are good at polishing their works. The
). This

paper believes that restoring the true intention of this poem contributes to a better understanding of the

misreading of Lu’s poem is caused by a misunderstanding of the phrase “xie ao ha zhu”(

relationship between Lu You and the Jiangxi School of poets.
Key words: “Reading Contemporary People’s Poetry”, Huang Tingjian, Jiangxi School, Siling, an
analogy of two meanings
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