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Experiences and Lessons of Jinshi Keshi in Zhenyuan Period
and the Enlightenments for the Reform of College Entrance Examination

LI Shi - jin
( Institute of Chinese Folk Culture Sichuan University Chengdu 610064 China;

College of Literature and History Hunan University of Art and Science Changde 415000 China)

Abstract: In Zhenyuan period (785 —805)  the senior officials came mainly from the winners of the impe—
rial examinations which paid more attention to admitting those who had true skills and genuine knowledge. This
had created a good chance for the candidates from poor families. Many examiners tried to avoid being bribed as
far as possible so as to make the admission generally fair. In this way lots of talents had been selected and the
imperial examinations in this period had been highly praised by later generations. But of course there existed
some bribery to some extent in the imperial examinations yet not so deteriorated. The experiences and lessons of
the imperial examinations in this period have thrown some enlightenments to the current reform of college en—
trance examination as follows: adhering to fairness and justices should be the core appeal for the reform of college
entrance exam; and how to effectively reduce bribery is an issue to be urgently solved when colleges have more
autonomy to admit students.
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