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A Study on the Poetic Communication between Monks
in the Song Dynasty

Lii Xiaohuan
(Institute for Non-Orthodox Chinese Culture, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064)

Abstract: The monks in the Song Dynasty basically used the linguistic system of Buddhism and Zen in
their poetic presentation and response, which was very different from the linguistic system shared by both
monks and men of letters in their poetic presentation and response. Such difference in the linguistic systems
used internally and externally made monks obtain double literary pattern and aesthetic standard. The
presentation and response of the Buddhist song is the most original form of poetry among the monks, adding
new literary forms to the poetry presentation and response popular with men of letters. Both the presentation
and response in gratitude by means of poetry among the monks showed how lively and passionate the lives of
the monks were to men of letters. The Buddhist Song by Donglin Monk, The Buddhist song by Wuxiang
Zhaogong on His Dream Journey to the Stone Bridge of Tiantai, and A Blow of Wind ,-all these poems show the
way and scale of the monks poetic presentation and response.
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