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The Poetics of Yi People and Chinese Literary Theories
in a Multinational Perspective

Li Xianglin

(Institute for Non-orthodox Chinese Culture, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064)

Abstract: China is a multinational country and the study of its culture cannot be done without a
multinational perspective. In the history of Chinese literary criticism, it is no doubt that the Han Chinese in
Central Plain have been making brilliant achievements in poetics since the ancient times. However, other
nationalities, the Yi people for example, have also made poetic achievements that deserve our attention.
Looking beyond the dominant but somewhat narrow outlook of the Han poetics, we can find rich poetic
resources created by the non-Han nationalities of ancient and modern times, and fully discover their literary
values in a multinational, comparative perspective. This will help us in our studies of Chinese literary
theories, in our writing and rewriting of histories of Chinese poetics and literary criticism in general, and even
in our construction of a modern “Chinese discourse” system. Researches on literary theories and literary
aesthetics under the category of “Chinese” cannot be done only in a single-ethnic perspective, because history
writing in such fields will never be complete, let alone perfect, without the interaction of the Han poetics and
other non-{an nationality poetics.
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