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Disscusion on the First Apperance of the Chinese Character

“  ”(for Sanskrit Mara)
Gu Manlin

Abstract: It is widely believed that the Chinese transliteration of Sanskrit Mara had been written with
the character  in Chinese Buddhist scriptures before Liangwudi( Empire Wu of the Liang dynasty)
created a new character  to replace the former. The existing materials show, however, that  was created
at the very beginning and  had not been used to refer Mara at all. The idea that mo( ) was shortened
from moluo( / / ) is not true,either.
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