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Life and Horizon of Imperial Examiners in Song Dynasty

—Tongwen Guan Antiphon Poetry Study Series IV

LV Xiaohuan
( Institute for Popular Chinese Culture Studies Sichuan University Chengdu Sichuan 610064 China)

Abstract: Tongwen Guan Antiphon Poetry is the poetry anthology which reproduces and promotes the special
work life and spiritual activities of the imperial examiners in their narrow and closed space. The imperial officials
wrote poems with thyme scheme and composed poems and treated this as an amusing way to deal with the dull re—
petitive competition of arts and literature. Each poet of imperial examination held different attitude towards their
lives and each of them would spiritually surpass the imperial examination hall and extend into the past and future.
Cao Fu's military story and Deng Zhongchen’s hermit life generally encouraged the poets” interest. Thus the imperial
examination hall was connected with the situation and landscape beyond the Great Wall. What’s more Cai Zhao's

talk about Zen sketched a vivid Buddha world.

Key words: Tongwen Guan; imperial examiners; duties; pastime and attitude; the infinite



