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The Polemical Singing and Versifying in the Circle

of Sino-Japanese Zen Culture in the Song Dynasty
—The Interpretation of Ode to the Honorable Muzou Joushou’s Sleepwalk
in the Stonebridge of Tiantai Mountain

LV Xiao-huan
(Center of Chinese Folk Culture, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan., 610064, PRC)

[ Abstract] From the Five Dynasties and Northern Song Dynasty, many kinds of visions occurred when
monks or worldly persons came to the Stonebridge of Tiantai Mountain for serving tea, and the hearsay
about these visions had been well known to everyone as it passed down to the end of Southern Dynasty.
When Japanese monk Muzou Joushou came to the Stonebridge for serving tea in 1262 A. D., he not only
saw all kinds of visions but also rediscovered them in his dream. In the guidance of the visions he was
suddenly enlightened and wrote two poems to witness his enlightened state of mind. And then forty one
monks began to debate on the contents and experience of his poems, not only expressing themselves fully
in the interpretation and subversion of the legendary visions occurred to Suzhou, but also making the
verification and deconstruction of Suzhou’s enlightened state and the value of the journey to the Song. It
was purely a singing and versifying in the circle of Zen culture, which was different from that of the
worldly scholar-bureaucrats or the literary men because of its doubtful and critical thinking method as well
as the non-differentiation between the elegance and the popularity in language. Therefore, it became a
model of the in-depth exchange in the spiritual level between Chinese and foreign Buddhists.
[ Key words | Zen culture circle; Muzou Joushou; singing and versifying
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