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Poetic Imaging and Idiosyncracy—Revaluing

Abstract: New Songs of the Jade Terrace is a compilation of works from Chinas middle antiquity
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New Songs of the Jade Terrace
DAI Ying - ying
( Popular Culture Research Institute Sichuan University Chengdu 610064 China )
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spanning seven

hundred years through West and East Han as well as North and South Dynastic periods. Recurring throughout a

large portion of these compiled works are a series of specialized poetic strophes which beyond their explicit significa—

tion stress an implicit phenomenon of recurrence. This implicit intentionality of recurrence creates a second — order

protocol within New Songs of Jade Terrace. In terms of women$ poetry at the time this formulaic order of represen—

tation reinforced inherited forms while at the same time revealing nuanced expression. In this way New Songs of

Jade Terrace proved highly influential to poetry of the ensuing Five Dynasty and Song periods.
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