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A Study on The Tongwen Bureau Responsive Verses in the Early Period
of the Yuanyou Reform

Lii Xiaohuan
(Institute for Non-orthodox Chinese Culture, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064)

Abstract: The Tongwen Bureau Responsive Verses is a collection of responsive poems, classified by the
prosody arranged in the order of different thymes. Among the several popular editions, the four-volume edition
appended to The Collected Works of Zhang Lei and its master copy The Collected Works of Keshan is more
reasonable than the separate Si Ku edition of five or ten volumes and its master copy The Collected Works of
Zhang Youshi. On the basis of textual criticism, the closing time of Tongwen Bureau is probably from the 20th
day of the sixth lunar month to the 20th day of the ninth lunar month in the second year of Yuanyou reign
(1086 — 1094). Generally speaking it is rare for a guild hall to be closed for three months for imperial
examination. Located in the west of Bianjing City, the Northern Song Capital, the Tongwen Imperial Bureau
had been used to receive the Goryon ambassadors in the Xining and Yuanfeng period (1068 - 1085).
However, its different usage for imperial examination revealed the policy changes of the Northern Song royal
court. There were 19 officials taking charge of this imperial examination, including thirteen poets for singing
and versifying and the other three people were Zhao Rui, Sun Pu and Liu Anshi. In many officials’ points of
view, this examination conveyed the improvement of the imperial examination system after the Yuanyou
reform.
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