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Abstract: The prestige class in the Ming Dynasty had an undeniable influence on the development of
Xiqu in China. Zang Xian and Guo Xun, the two prestige figures during the reigns of Zhengde and
Jiajing respectively compiled two valuable anthologies, Sheng Shi Xin Sheng and Yong Xi Yue Fu.
Despite their entertainment and political motives, and despite the orthodox and eulogistic thoughts they
imposed on the plays, they were in possession of a vast range of sources and could work closely with
experts, which ensured the quality of these anthologies. Meanwhile, they also had controlled over the
social discourse and were able to influence the cultural trends at that time. Therefore, the views on Xiqu
as a vulgar and unrefined art were changed by their advocating for Xiqu as the rival to poetry of Fengya
and poetry of Yuefu.
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