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Interests and Syllables: on the True Significance and Influence of Trend
of Returning to the Ancients Literary Style in Yan Yu’s Poetics

ZHOU Yu - kai
( Institute of Chinese Custom Culture Sichuan University Chengdu Sichuan 610064 China)

Abstract: Yan Yu says in Cang Lang Shi Hua that the way of learning poetry is mainly by repeatedly
intoning and satirizing poetical works in the past dynasties in this way the perceptual knowledge of
poetic “ancient natural qualities” in Wei and Jin Dynasties and in Flourishing Tang Dynasty can be
gained the connotation of “ancient natural qualities” lies in the unity of interests and syllables. The
definition of Yan Yu’s “celebrating by verse” about poetry implies the interest of touching and arou—
sing human will and the rhyme of circumlocution and profound meaning. A large number of archaistic
works in Cang Lang Ji written by Yan Yu provide collateral evidences for the poetic objective of
Cang Lang Shi Hua. “Qi Zi” in the early and late Ming Dynasty affected by Yan Yu’ s poetics
whose thought trend of “returning to the ancients” shows the tendency of restoring the melody of
verse.

Key words: Yan Yu; Cang Lang Shi Hua; Cang Lang Ji; interests; syllabley “Qi Zi” in the early
and late Ming Dynasty
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