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Defnition and its Value of Personally - written History, History

N var iant Style and Unauthor ized Official History

ZHANG Zi-kai
(School of L iterature and Journalisn, Research Institute of Chinese Popular Culture,
Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan, China 610064)

Absgract: In thisarticle the author has reexamined the definition of persnally - written history, hisory in va-
riant style and unauthorized official history, and reclassified notes and novels aswell And the author has firstly
dravn a conclusion that personally - written hisory, hisory in variant style and unauthorized official history should
be put under either the catalogue of notesor of novels Secondly the author thinks that such unofficial historical ma-
terials have enbodied with great historical values that should not be neglected Thirdly, the author has analyzed the
features of note - style novelsof Tang and Five Dynasties from theirwriting styles and the system of historian muse-
uns The author thinks that such note - style novels have sme features that are quite different fran that of the no-
vels in bothM ing and Qin Dynasty, which can be used for the research on religions

Key words authorized official history; personally - written hisory; hisory in variant style; unauthorized of-
ficial history; hisorical value of materials notes novels



