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Mu Zhai and his studies of the ancient five-word poetry of Han and Wei
ZHANG Chao-fu

(Chinese Folklore Research Institute, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064, China)

Abstract: Mu Zhai shocks others with his comments on the five-word poetry of Han and Wei, in that
Han does not have five-word poetry. Mulberry at Roadside is composed by Cao Zhi, who is also the poet
of the 19 ancient poetry. The uncertain authorship is due to the anti-ethic love between Cao Zhi and the
Zhen. The writer of this paper argues the study of the five-word poetry of Han should include social and
cultural dimensions. There are neither four-word, nor five-word poetry in formal occasions by decent po-
ets.
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