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The Layering of Words and Their Peripherals
YU Li-ming

Abstract: Words are of universality, which refers to all the words used by all the users of a particular
language in communication. Those words in long-established universal use cluster around the core of
lexicons, thus becoming the essential layer of words; those words in popular use but not filtered by history
or those in long-established use but not very popular constitute the common layer; those words confined
to limited areas form the local layer; and those words out of use or those neologisms that have not been
accepted by society become the marginal layer. The local layer and the marginal layer in combination form
the peripherals of words to which most of neologisms, historical words, archaisms, dialect words, jargons,
and loan words belong.

Keywords: Universality of Words; Layering of Words; Their Peripherals

The Life Circle of Literary Families
MEI Xin-lin CUI Xiao-jing

Abstract: A core hallmark of the life of a literary family is its generational span and the height of its literary
achievement. From a small to a medium, a large and a mega-sized literary family, and from an ordinary to
an important and an eminent literary family, its life increases but the number decreases. The life of a literary
family is shown in an embryonic, formative, developmental, flourishing and declining process. The more vital
its life is, the more complete the process will be. The generational span and the rise and fall of a literary family
are ultimately determined by its “talents chain”. This boils down to the supporting system of the ecological
circle, including the “inner circle” formed by the relations within the literary family, the “intermediate circle”
constituted by the families and its matrimonial relationships, and the “outer circle” built by the family and other
social connections.

Keywords: Literary Families; Life Circle; Talents Chain; Ecological Circle

The Evolution of the Same-Region Professionalized Business Pattern: A Comparison
between Businesses from Chaoshan and Those from Shanxi
PENG Nan-shengSHAO Yan-tao

Abstract: The same-region professionalized business pattern identified by Shi Jianya is helpful for us to
understand the critical factors contributing to the fall of some regional business groups in modern times.
Businesses from Chaoshan and those from Shanxi represent two evolution paths. As business scale grew, the
former changed gradually from small-sized family or clan businesses to joint enterprises run by people of the
same region, and the latter gradually became professionalized enterprises of family cooperation through their
professional training of clansmen, hence their lesser dependence on the same-region professionalized business
pattern. The difference in pattern between businesses from Chaoshan and those from Shanxi influenced their
institutional innovativeness in modern transformations. In businesses from Chaoshan, the clan system was
combined with the western shareholding system, thus lowering costs of institutional innovation, and making
possible the shift from tradition to modernism, while the pattern of businesses from Shanxi resisted modern legal
person system, leading to high costs in institutional innovation.

Keywords: Same-region Professionalized Business Pattern; Businesses from Chaoshan; Businesses from Shanxi;
Comparison
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