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Lingering between the Present and the Absent:

Female Voices in the History of Chinese Literary Criticism
Li Xianglin

Abstract: If we look at the history of Chinese literary criticism from the perspective of gender, it is hard for us to
overlook a phenomenon, namely the absence and presence of female criticism. The so-called “absence” refers to the fact
that female criticism is roughly absent from the mainstream literary history writing, and the so-called “presence” refers
to the fact that female criticism was actually present in the time and space back in the history of literary practice. To put
it in another way, in the history of ancient Chinese literature, women not only took part in literary creation, but they were
also involved in the writing of literary criticism. As critics, these female writers had tremendous contributions. However,
it is a great pity that these rare female critical writings had been lost or hidden due to various reasons. To reflect upon
this self-contradictory phenomenon can help us to understand more completely the history of ancient Chinese literary
criticism and help promote the healthy development of contemporary Chinese women literary criticism.
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